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River North Esk Woodland Management Plans

The main aims of this project were provide an
integrated approach to the management of woodlands
and open habitat along the North Eslnd to recognise
the strategic value of the North Esk River Corridor as
an area of high conservation value and as a popular
access destination for visitors.

The project area covered approximately three square
kilometres and principally comprised the riparian zones
of the North Esk and the Bilston Burn. The area is
divided across ten separate ownerships and includes
the Roslin Glen and Bilston Wood SSSI sites. The SSSI
sites are of high biodiversity value and a large part of
the area has been designated as an Important Plant
Area (IPA) by Plantlife International. Designed
landscapes around Mavisbank and Roslin Castle are
also included within the management plan area.

Individual management plans were prepared in
consultation with landowners and managers along the
Esk and additional stakeholder groups within the area
were also consulted, including local community
councils, Springfield Mill Action Group and Historic
Scotland The plans make recommendations which it is
envisaged will result in the submission of detailed
funding applications.



River North Esk Strategic Woodland
Management Plan

The Partnership have developed a Strategic
Woodland Management Plan for the River North
Esk from Roslin Glen to Mavisbank. The Plan
draws together common strands from eleven
individual management plans prepared with the
aim of improving the general management,
biodiversity, access and interpretation of the
Valley. Opportunities for joint action are
identified in the Plan to ensure a eordinated
and strategic approach towards the future
management and development of the area as a
whole.

Ten separate landowners and other stakeholders
have been engaged in the development of the
individual plans, which will enable detailed

funding applications to be made through the
Scottish Rural Development Programme and
WIAT. The Strategic Plan provides the overall
vision for the future strategic management of the
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raise awareness of the Plan will take place in
October and will be open to everyone with an

interest in the project.




Pentland Hills Woodland Action Plan >K

The Pentland Hills Woodland Action Plan identified ten
key projects within five core areas in the Pentland Hills| . -
Regional Park where woodland expansion and AW | />
management would enhance linkages between ¢ s
woodlands within the Park and surrounding forest S 1 R
habitat networks and provide social and recreational e L~
benefits for local people and visitors. \ i,fﬁ;\ A ;
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Through consultation with landowners within the core - = .7 \#
areas ten separate Design Plans have been produced == ...
which will facilitate the proposals being progressed for

funding through the Scottish Rural Development

Programme. Work is currently underway with the

Central Scotland Forest Trust within Core Area 1 at

Harperrig in West Lothian (below right).
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CSGN funding has now been secured as part of the
Pentland Hills Woodland Action PlarPhase Il. Phase

Il will involve the development of a Landscape Plan for
the north east slopes of the Pentland Hills by March
2012. This will involve an additional five projects taking
in land owned or managed by Midlothian Council,
Ministry of Defence, the Woodland Trust, the City of
Edinburgh Council and Swanston Farm.




Millennium Woodlands Project

CSGN funding was secured to undertake
individual management plans of all the
Millennium Woodland sites within City of
Edinburgh Council land providing five year
recommendations. The initial phase of works on
the Millennium Woodlands priority sites has
mostly been completed.

These included capital improvement works at
Sighthill Park, Clermiston Park, Drumbrae Park
and Saughton Park.

The second phase of capital improvement works
has been agreed with City of Edinburgh Council
Officers and will be started in the Autumn and
completed over winter 20112. The Local
Neighbourhood Partnerships and other
stakeholders have been contacted to ensure that
no works are carried out without consent and in
line with the management recommendations.



Woodland Management Projects

A management plan was undertaken for Hunters
Hall Park and a subsequent WIAT (Woodlands
In and Around Towns) application to FCS

(Forestry Commission Scotland) which included
adjacent sites at Jewel Park and Magdalene
Glen was successful, with woodland _
management works commencing over the winter.s
months. =
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has also been completed with a WIAT
application to FCS in September 2011. the
results of which should be known in December
2011.

A further woodland management plan is being
developed for Redford Woods, including both
mature woodland, open space and Millennium
woodland areas.
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Integrated Habitat Network Study

The framework for the development of the Integra
Habitat Network (IHN) identified key areas for
habitat restoration for the Edinburgh and Lothians
For this project Forest Research were commissior
to identify IHNs for a range of habitats and focal
species that reflect local landscape. This informati
can be used to prioritise future conservation effort

The development of habitat networks is widely see
as a key mechanism for reversing the effects of
fragmentation on biodiversity while delivering a
range of other social and environmental benefits,
such as enhancement of local landscape characte
and greater opportunities for public access and
recreational use. Tools to address habitat
fragmentation have evolved from landscape ecolo
principles examining the metapopulation theory,
landscape metrics¢.g. FRAGSTATS) McGarigal
et al, 2002) and focal species modelling é.g.
LARCHJ Bruinderinket a/, 2003; BEETLE J

Watts et al, 2005).

Application of these principles has enabled
assessment of network connectivity and identified
opportunities for action at national, regional, and
local scales. There is growing interest in applying
the concepts to planning and management of rura
perturban and urban areas.
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Edinburgh and the Lothians Forestry and
Woodland Strategy

The aim of this project was to develop a Forestry
and Woodland Strategy for the region which could
be adopted by local authorities as supplementary
guidance with the new generation of local
development plans. The Forestry Framework
produced by LFGNP was used as the basis for the
Strategy. An Environmental Assessment has been
undertaken and the draft Strategy has been widely
consulted on. The final document is expected to be
completed by the end of January 2012. The
expected outcomes of the Strategy are:

AThe creation of a quality well wooded and
ecologically diverse environment will improve the
economic competitiveness of the Region and provide
an attractive location for people to live and work.

A xtensive mukifunctional green networks will be
developed throughout Edinburgh and the Lothians.
AGreen networks will contribute directly to the health
and wellbeing of the people of Edinburgh and the
Lothians.

A ocal people will be actively engaged in the
management and development of their local woods
and greenspaces and will feel a strong sense of
ownership towards these.

AThe benefits of trees, woodlands and greenspaces
will be widely recognised and promoted as an
educational resource for all ages.
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Fife Forestry and Woodland Strategy

LFGNP is coordinating the development of a
Forestry and Woodland Strategy for Fife which
will be adopted as supplementary guidance with
the new local development plan. A Consultation
Forum took place in Glenrothes on 16
November 2011 which provided valuable input
from landowners and other stakeholders. The
first draft of the Strategy will be issued in
January 2012 and the final Strategy is

expected to be completed by February 2012.

The Strategy will be used to inform:

Mevelopment Management decisions
proposals for woodland removal / creation
Aauthorities views on planting proposals and
applications for grant support

AProposals that fall within the scope of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry)
(Scotland) Regulations (1999)

Aorest District Strategic Plans and long term
Forest Design & Management Plans

AThe content of related spatial plars
Opportunity for Industry / Landowners and
Other Stakeholders

Arhe next Development Plan for the area
ASupport the Forestry Sector and support new
investment



